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A Toast to Sea Otters: Oregon’s Most Impactful Beer Festival Is Back

The Fifth Annual Oregon Otter Beer Festival returns Saturday, April 11, 2026, from 7:00-10:30 PM at the
Oregon Museum of Science and Industry (OMSI) in Portland. Hosted by the Elakha Alliance in
partnership with the Oregon Zoo, the fundraiser brings together Oregon breweries and beverage makers
to support efforts to restore sea otters to the Oregon coast. This year’s event aims to raise $50,000 to
advance the Elakha Alliance’s efforts to help revitalize our local marine ecosystems.

The celebration features 11 local participating breweries crafting exclusive, sea otter-themed beers made
with Maris Otter malt - a fitting tribute to the festival’'s namesake. Guests can also sample offerings from
five additional beverage vendors, including locally crafted wine, cider, and ginger beer.

Festival attendees can look forward to a lively celebration featuring art, music, food, and interactive
experiences. The night will include a raffle and silent auction with local artwork, adventure packages,
and unique gifts. Portland artist Mike Bennett will create a live painting of sea otters on a surfboard,
with the finished piece auctioned to support restoration efforts. Bryson Wallace, known to many
listeners from KMHD, will provide the soundtrack for the evening with an energetic DJ set.

Creative local vendors will also add to the festivities. La Petite Tattoo will preview a special
ocean-themed flash tattoo event benefiting the Elakha Alliance later in May, with beer festival guests
receiving first access to reserve appointments with four female tattoo artists. Guests can sample Ottie’s
Oreo vegan ice cream from Portland favorite Kate’s Ice Cream, enjoy on-the-spot poetry from The
Traveling Typist, and receive ocean-inspired body art from The Henna Queen.

Additional hands-on activities will be available throughout the evening. Guests are invited to bring an old
shirt or canvas bag to create custom ocean creature block prints with Wombat Wisdoms, test their
knowledge with sea otter trivia, and capture the moment at the festival photo booth.

“This festival isn’t just about great beer - it’s about bringing an essential species back to Oregon’s
coastline,” said Chanel Hason, Director of Outreach and Community Relations for the Elakha Alliance.
“Every pint poured helps fund science, Tribal collaboration, and community engagement needed to
make sea otter restoration a reality.”

Tickets and additional event details are available online at OregonSeaOtters.org. Guests are encouraged
to purchase tickets early, as this popular event sells out.
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Why It Matters

Sea otters once thrived along Oregon’s coastline but were hunted to local extinction by the 1900s. Their
absence has led to imbalances in marine ecosystems, particularly with unchecked sea urchin
populations devastating kelp forests. The Elakha Alliance, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring sea otters to
Oregon, is leading efforts to bring this keystone species back. Funds raised from the Oregon Otter Beer
Festival will directly support the Elakha Alliance's research, outreach, and advocacy efforts for sea otter
reintroduction.

Event Details:

7 When: Saturday, April 11, 2026 | 7:00 PM — 10:30 PM
? Where: OMSI — Turbine Hall (1945 SE Water Ave, Portland, OR)
Tickets: Available now at https://www.elakhaalliance.org/oregon-otter-beer-challenge/

Ticket price includes 11 beer tastings, 5 additional beverage tastings, a custom 16 oz festival glass,
gourmet food, non-alcoholic drink options, and live entertainment - all while supporting a crucial ocean
conservation effort. This event is 21+ only.

For more information, visit elakhaalliance.org or follow us on social media: @elakhaalliance

The Oregon Otter Beer Festival would not be made possible without the generosity of our event
sponsors:

e Keystone Sponsor: Oregon Zoo

e Holdfast Sponsor: Sea Otter Fund of the Wildlife Conservation Network

e Sea Star Sponsor: DLX Family Foundation, Local Ocean Seafoods, The Whole Bowl, Moberi, and
Oregon Bottledrop

e Urchin Sponsor: Oregon Shores Conservation Coalition, PCL Construction Services, Sea & Shore
Solutions, Oregon Wild, and Defenders of Wildlife

Festival Brewery Participants:

7 Devils Brewery

Block 15 Brewing

Breakside Brewery

Cooper Mountain Ale Works
Fort George Brewery

Great Notion

Leikam Brewing

McKenzie Brewing

. O0dd Otter Brewing Company
10. Pelican Brewing Company
11. Sunriver Brewing Company
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Additional Beverage Participants:
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Alchemy Cider
Bauman'’s Cider
Bend Cider Co.
Fullerton Wines
GingerCult
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